ATTENTION: Your accrued benefit may be forfeited if you are convicted of certain felonies as provided by State Law. 
Section 112.3173, Florida Statutes, requires the official or board responsible for paying benefits under a public retirement system to make a forfeiture determination when the board has reason to believe that the rights of the person under any such system are required to be forfeited pursuant to the statute.

The Florida Constitution provides:

"Any public officer or employee who is convicted of a felony involving a breach of public trust shall be subject to forfeiture of rights and privileges under a public retirement system or pension plan in such manner as may be provided by law."

The Florida Legislature has implemented this constitutional provision in section 112.3173, Florida Statutes.  Subsection (3) of the statute requires that:
 
"[a]ny public officer or employee who is convicted of a specified offense committed prior to retirement, or whose office or employment is terminated by reason of his or her admitted commission, aid, or abetment of a specified offense, shall forfeit all rights and benefits under any public retirement system of which he or she is a member, except for the return of his or her accumulated contributions as of the date of termination."

A "specified offense" for purposes of the statute includes: (i) embezzlement of public funds; (ii) theft by a public officer or employee from his or her employer; (iii) bribery in connection with employment; (iv) certain felonies involving bribery or misuse of public office; (v) committing an impeachable offense; (vi) commission of a felony to obtain profit or advantage through the use of a public office or employment; and (vii) commission of lewd or lascivious offenses against certain victims by a public officer or employee through the use of his or her public office or employment.
Section 112.3173(5), Florida Statutes, creates the procedure for a forfeiture determination to be made by the official or board responsible for paying benefits under a public retirement system. The statute requires that, upon receipt of notice or whenever the board "otherwise has reason to believe that the rights and privileges of any person under such system are required to be forfeited under this section," the board must give notice and hold an administrative hearing pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, to determine whether the subject retirement rights and benefits must be forfeited.  If a determination is made that such rights and privileges are required to be forfeited, the board must order the forfeiture.  Orders of forfeiture of retirement system rights and privileges are appealable to the district court of appeal.

Section 112.3173, Florida Statutes, requires that "all rights and benefits under any public retirement system of which [the officer or employee] is a member" shall be subject to forfeiture.
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